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Vietnam Veterans of America 
Florida State Council 

 
November 5, 2011 

 
Minutes 
 
Meeting called to order: _8:30 AM_ 
 
Opening Ceremonies:  Opening Prayer, Moment of Silence, Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call of Officers: All Present 
 
Roll Call of Delegates: 3 Chapters absent (23, 121, 1026)…Quorum declared 
 
Approval of Agenda: Moved and passes as presented 
 
Approval of Minutes: Moved and passed with no changes 
 
Chapter Reports: Chapters present reported.  Written reports furnished are attached. 
 
State Legislation: Charlie Price…Reported…list of state legislation 

 attached…discussed activities underway in preparation of the upcoming 
 legislative session, opening in January. 

 
Officer Reports: 1st VP – Ben Humphries reported…Attended CSCP October meeting  

advised of changes proposed to Convention registration, disbanding of  
folded chapters, forming chapters (Clay County, Citrus County) 
     2nd VP – Mike Bousher reported – attending Veterans Council  
representing SC 
     Treasurer – Tom Hall reported - Report attached – Requested that 
chapters not yet doing so donate portion (10% recommended) of HGSP 
funds monthly to Service Officer program – acknowledged one time 
donations 
     Secretary – Craig Tonjes reported - Announced position will be open 
 at next election  

 
VA Regional Office Service Officer: Marc McCabe – Slide presentation attached in  
  committee reports showing accomplishments of the Florida program –  

advised of review board for upgrading discharges if felt warranted –  
certified to represent those seeking upgrades 
 

Awards Presentation Member of the year: Dick Ammon - 522 
   Chapter of the year: 1038 
   President’s Award: Thomas Yaroz - 620 
   President’s Award –Special Recognition: Marc McCabe 
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Region IV Director: Bob Barry – Discussed new National Board; seeking contact with 

Jacksonville Jaguars for Convention in 2013; noted membership issues, 
counseled patience as National implements new system 

 
Special Reports:  Emergency Relief – Craig Tonjes reported – National and local task  

forces react rather than initiate action 
      Coalition – No report 

 
Committee Reports: 
 
 Veterans Affairs – No report…chair absent 
 Health Care - No report…chair absent 

Women Veterans - No report…chair absent 
 Minority Affairs – Alvin Roberts reported – report attached 
 Veterans Incarcerated – John Koprowski reported 

FVVAF - John Koprowski reported – Majority elections at 11/6 meeting,  
donations down 

 Veterans Benefits – Jerry Klein reported – noted new VA system coming on line  
to expedite decisions 

 Membership Affairs – Aris Atoa reported – handed out chapter reports 
 Public Affairs – Mike Bousher reported 
 Education/Scholarship – Tom Hall reported 
 Recon – Tom Hall reported - Seeking new editor…no issues until one is found 
 Finance – Tom Hall reported – new budget to be presented at next meeting; 

 Vinnie Riga as chair reported also 
 Government Affairs – Tom Corey reported – National lobbying Congress to  
  adopt March 29 as Vietnam Veterans Day…rather than March 30 
 Constitution – Craig Tonjes reported 
 Veterans Advocacy & Legal Affairs – Chair Vacant 
 POW/MIA – Ben Humphries reported 
 PTSD – Alan Thompson reported 
 Agent Orange – Suzanne Blohm-Weber reported 
 Homeless Veterans – Suzanne Blohm-Weber – no report 
 ITT – Tim Nightengale reported – Web site revamped, space still available for 

 Chapter web sites 
  
Region IV AVVA Director: Suzanne Blohm-Weber deferred to State Liaison 
 
AVVA State Liaison: Beverly Thomas reported – Marilyn McKenzie awarded AVVA  
  Member of the Year – Starting PTSD program for families 
 
President’s Report: Jerry Klein reported – noted efforts for new chapters…also 

working on Key West and Pensacola – noted State Senate bills relating to 
Veterans Courts – report attached – CSCP meeting in January, 2012 to be 
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held in Daytona Beach, National Convention in 2013 in Jacksonville – 
implored chapters to begin preparation 

 
Old Business: AVVA will take Hospitality Suite for Saturdays…Friday night to be  
  cancelled…Terry Ledford not ready to resume duties since Roses passing 
 
New Business: None 
 
Good of the Order: No motions generated. 
 
Motion to Adjourn: Moved & Approved, 3:00 PM 
 
Next Meeting: February 11 & 12, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
Craig Tonjes, Secretary 
 
Approved: 
 



Chapter Reports 

Chapter 25 





Chapter Reports 

Chapter 522 



VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, INC 
PINELLAS COUNTY CHAPTER 522 

P.O. BOX 551 
INDIAN ROCKS BEACH, FL 

FSC MEETING 
NOVEMBER 5,201 1 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES FROM JUNE 201 1 THROUGH OCTOBER 201 1 

1. Ongoing Monthly Events 

a. Grouper Luncheon for veterans at Bay Pines Hospital in 
cooperation with VFW Post 4256 

b. Cash grants to needy veterans as screened through the St. 
Petersburg Vet Center , ,, , 1 

cr 

c. Attended monthly Veterans Advisory Committee Meeting for 
Congressman Gus Bilirakis 

2. Special Events 
> w \Oh3 

a. Staffed a membership table at Congressman Gus Bilirakis 5th 
Annual Active Military and Veterans Resource Fair 

b. Awarded Two $1,000 Dwight Harrah Memorial Scholarships to 
two high school seniors for college tuition assistance. 

c. Contributed to the T.A.M.P.A. (Tampa Area Marine Parents 
Association) to help with the purchase of T-shirts for ,the annual 
National Run For The Fallen 

d. Cash donation and attended Make-A-Difference Auction and 
Casino Night to raise funds for Fishing Tournament for Special 
Needs Kids. 

e. Sent two delegates to the 1 5'h National Convention of W A  in Reno, 
NV. Also sent one at large delegate. Our Chapter received the 
National Award for "Website of the Year" 

f. Had a fundraiser event at Publix Super Market in Palm Harbor 



g. Observed National POWlMlA Recognition Day with several 
member holding POWIMIA Flags and Old Glory at the entrance to 
Bay Pines Healthcare Systems and VARO. 

h. We had the 5th Annual Dwight Harrah Memorial Golf Tournament at 
the Eagles Golf Course in Odessa 

i. Several members volunteered to help at the Make-A-Difference 
Fishing Tournament for special needs Kids. 

j. Donated bottled water to the Homeless Standown at BPHCS 
Can- pus. 

3. Other Activities 

a. We received an award certificate and crystal monument from the 5th 
Stryker Brigade for providing refreshments for their return from 
deployment ceremony. 

b. VAVS Representative and Deputy attended the Quarterly meeting 
at BPHCS 

c. W A  member Bob Swick made a presentation to the chapter of the 
events that the newly formed CVA (Clearwater Veterans Alliance) 
and TBVA (Tampa Bay Veterans Alliance) intend to sponsor for 
several Veterans Day activities during November in the Tampa Bay 
Area. 

Submitted by Alan Thompson, President 



VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, INC. 
CHAPTER 566, ST. LUClE COUNTY, FL 

CHAPTER REPORT DATE: Noverr~ber 5,201 1 

This is a report of the activities 566 has been involved with. 
They are as follows: 

Chapter 566 attended the meeting of the United Veterans of St. 
Lucie County on March 1 1, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on March 15, 201 1. 

Chapter members attended the meeting of the United Veterans of Port 
St. Lucie COI-~nty on March 28, 201 1 

Chapter 566 held ceremonies at the Vietnam Veterans Wall in Port 
St.Lucie to commemorate the end of the Vietnam War on March 30, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 attended the meeting of the United Veterans of St. 
Lucie County on April 8, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on April 19, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 attended the meeting of the United Veterans of Port St. Lucie 
On April 25, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 attended the meeting of the United Veterans of St. 
Lucie County on May 13,201 1 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on May 17, 201 1 

Chapter 566 attended the meeting of the United Veterans of Port St. Lucie 
On May23,2011. 

Chapter 566 conducted a clean up of the Vietnam Veterans Wall 
In Port St. Lucie on May 28, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 conducted the Port St Lucie Memorial Day ceremonies 
In Veterans Memorial Park on May 30, 201 1. 



Chapter 566 attended the United Veterans of St Lucie County on 
June 10,201 1. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on June 21, 201 1 

Chapter members attended the meeting of the United Veterans 
of Port St. Lucie held on June 27,201 1. 

Chapter 566 members participated in July 4th ceremor~ies held in 
Veterans Memorial Park in Port St. Lucie. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on July 19, 201 1. 

Note: there were no meetings of the United Veterans of Port St. Lucie 
nor the United Veterans of St. Lucie county for the month of August,2011. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on Aug. 16, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 held and participated in ceremonies on POW-MIA 
Day at Veterans Memorial Park in city of Port St. Lucie. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting Sept.20, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 members attended the meeting of the United Veterans of 
Port St. Lucie held on Sept.26, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 members attended the meeting of the United Veterans of 
St. Lucie County held on Sept.30, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 members attended the meeting of the United Veterans 
Of St Lucie County held on Oct. 14, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on Oct. 18, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 members attended the meeting of the United Veterans 
Of Port St. Lucie held Oct.24, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 will have a Chapter Delegate at the Florida State Council 
Meeting being held in Orlando, Florida during November 4-6, 201 1. 



Chapter 566 Delegate 
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Chapter 566 



VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, INC. 
CHAPTER 566, ST. LUClE COUNTY, FL 

CHAPTER REPORT DATE: Noverr~ber 5,201 1 

This is a report of the activities 566 has been involved with. 
They are as follows: 

Chapter 566 attended the meeting of the United Veterans of St. 
Lucie County on March 1 1, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on March 15, 201 1. 

Chapter members attended the meeting of the United Veterans of Port 
St. Lucie COI-~nty on March 28, 201 1 

Chapter 566 held ceremonies at the Vietnam Veterans Wall in Port 
St.Lucie to commemorate the end of the Vietnam War on March 30, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 attended the meeting of the United Veterans of St. 
Lucie County on April 8, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on April 19, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 attended the meeting of the United Veterans of Port St. Lucie 
On April 25, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 attended the meeting of the United Veterans of St. 
Lucie County on May 13,201 1 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on May 17, 201 1 

Chapter 566 attended the meeting of the United Veterans of Port St. Lucie 
On May23,2011. 

Chapter 566 conducted a clean up of the Vietnam Veterans Wall 
In Port St. Lucie on May 28, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 conducted the Port St Lucie Memorial Day ceremonies 
In Veterans Memorial Park on May 30, 201 1. 



Chapter 566 attended the United Veterans of St Lucie County on 
June 10,201 1. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on June 21, 201 1 

Chapter members attended the meeting of the United Veterans 
of Port St. Lucie held on June 27,201 1. 

Chapter 566 members participated in July 4th ceremor~ies held in 
Veterans Memorial Park in Port St. Lucie. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on July 19, 201 1. 

Note: there were no meetings of the United Veterans of Port St. Lucie 
nor the United Veterans of St. Lucie county for the month of August,2011. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on Aug. 16, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 held and participated in ceremonies on POW-MIA 
Day at Veterans Memorial Park in city of Port St. Lucie. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting Sept.20, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 members attended the meeting of the United Veterans of 
Port St. Lucie held on Sept.26, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 members attended the meeting of the United Veterans of 
St. Lucie County held on Sept.30, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 members attended the meeting of the United Veterans 
Of St Lucie County held on Oct. 14, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 held its monthly meeting on Oct. 18, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 members attended the meeting of the United Veterans 
Of Port St. Lucie held Oct.24, 201 1. 

Chapter 566 will have a Chapter Delegate at the Florida State Council 
Meeting being held in Orlando, Florida during November 4-6, 201 1. 



Chapter 566 Delegate 
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Chapter 594 



VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA 
Fire Base Chapter 594 Lee County 

1 106 S.W. 15th Avenue 
Cape Coral, Florida 33991 

Progress Report 

June : The chapter had its annual ball park party for those who work the Boston Red Socks game. 
Memorial Day poppies sales went well; this is one of our fundraisers. Every month we still do our regular 
details clothing, food, adopt-a- road, and presented Colon at a function for Iraq Vet at Sun sports, Fort Myers. 

July: Our Chapter presented Colors at Hammond Stadium, where the Minnesota Twins played and pasted 
out Amerion ftags, which is another fund raiser. Cape Harbor, which is a resort hotel and condos for the 4th of 
July and ECHO Park where the IWO JlMA Memorial stands, it made for a long day. 

Atlgust: Roads -A- Cross America, pulled in town- Cape Coral, at ECHO Park again the Chapter presented 
colors. At o u r W  8463 were we how our meeting, we did a Purple Heart re-remembrance service and had 
the State Commander there to speak, along with the Mayor of Cape Coral. For the Purple Heart Day we asked 
for d o ~ t i o n s h r  the Purple Heart poppies at our local Wal-Mart, this is a new fund raiser. On the same day, 
we had a chicken BBQ. 

Sept.: To start things off for the month of Sept, the Chapter raffled off 46 HD TV's, for the start of football. 
10.00 dollars a ticket, a hundred tickets were sold in 2 weeks, 5 scholarships were presented. During Patriots 
Day our Chapter presented a wreath by the President and associates. POW/Mia Day, our Chapter put on an 
outstanding program. We had a WWll POW speak about captivity; he shot down over Germany, plus country 
commissioners and the Mayor. The end of the ceremony was the release of POW from our cage, which was 
one of our members. POW/ Mia poppies also were done at our local Wal-Mart, fund raiser. 

Oct.: At our Oct. meeting, we had a guest speaker from Hope Hospice, which was a great presentation 
about what they do. The lady is in charge o f  Lee, Collier, and Charlotte County, which is an awful lot. She got 
volunteers out of it for veterans and honor guard. We as a Chapter had some members pass away within days 
of each other. A memorial service is planned for Nov. lgm one of our members was ill so we had a cleaner 
clean his home. On a happy note we celebrated'its 2om Birthday, we presented colon at a local restaurant, 
Antony's on the Blvd and Publix donated a cake. There is a lot coming up in the month of November, which is 
our busy month. Well till next time, have a blessed and safe Holiday Season. 

Peace and God speed 

Pres Stephen 0. Nankervis 

/' "Semper ~ i "  

~ o m e  of "SOUTHERN THUNDER 



Chapter Reports 

Chapter 620 



VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA 

('HAPTER 620 
P.O.  BOX 941406 

MIAR.11, FL 33194-1406 

"IN SERVICE TO AMERICA" 

November 5th, 2011 
VVA Chapter 620, Miami-Dade County, FL (FSC Chapter Report) 
Submitted by: Alvin W. Roberts, lSt Vice President/ Chapter Delegate 

Thomas M. Yarosz, Director/Assistant Delegate 

As always, VVA Chapter 620 has been extremely busy within our community serving those 
who are in need. We are honored to spearhead numerous veterans and community 
achievements, accomplishments and projects that have created jobs and housing, not only 
for veterans, but for the overall community. We have been a driving force in advocating and 
representing the mission of Vietnam Veterans of America and pride ourselves on assisting 
those who cannot help themselves t o  become more self-reliant, self-sufficient and financially 
independent. 

On October lSt, 2011, Chapter 620 honored past presidents Martin Menedez and Chuck Raele 
for their dedicated and devoted service to VVA. Our scheduled chapter fundraising picnic will 
be held on November 13'~ in collaboration with our Veterans Day Salute and Tribute Worship 
Service at Temple M.B. Church. 

Moreover, "Lest We Forget" our brother Jorge Menedez (Chapter Director) who passed away 
on October 18,2011 and was memorialized by Family, Veterans Organizations and Friends. 

Within the community, our Speaker's Bureau has branched out throughout Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools as mentors/Role Models (JROTC). We are now in the planning stages of 
many chapter projects i.e. Veterans Day, Pearl Harbor Day, Membership Drives, Fundraising 
and Community Involvement, CFC, etc. 

"HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND ALL T E BEST IN THE COMING NEW YEAR!!!" r 
In Service to America, 

Alvin W. Roberts, 1'' VPlDelegate 



Chapter Reports 
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Vietnam Veterans of America 
Osceola County Chapter #755 

1569 Neptune Road 
Kissimmee, FL 34744 

CHAPTER 755 Activities June 1 - October 3 1,20 1 1 

Provided a donation to the family in Memory of Rose Ledford. 
Provided donations to the Osceola County Council on Aging to 
support their Fathers Day Meals on Wheels home delivery program, 
and their Thanksgiving meal program. 
A Chapter delegate attended the National Convention in Reno in 
August. 
Had an information table at the St Cloud 4" of July lakeside 
celebration. 
Participated in the Osceola county Homeless Veterans burial 
program committee. 
Chapter members serve on the County Honor Guard at veteran's 
fbnerals and burials in the county and at Bushnell National 
Cemetery. 
Participated with the Honor Guard in multiple 911 1 memorial events 
in the county. 
Participated in the Osceola County POWIMIA Day ceremony. 
Participated in the City of Orlando POWIMIA Day ceremony. 
Awarded Chapter Valencia College scholarship to a female Marine 
veteran from Clerrnont. 
With other local veteran groups, supported the Ride To Recovery 
Jacksonville to Tampa bike ride with snacksldrinks at a stop in 
Kissimmee. 
Continued to support the veterans Museum in Kissimmee as 
volunteer guides and serve on the Board of Directors, and on the 
Museum planning committee for the setup and operation of the new 
Museum building in Kissimmee which is expected to open in early 
201 2. This is funded by County Tourist Development tax revenue. 



Chapter Reports 

Chapter 787 
























